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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
Do you enjoy teaching with the Six Traits but are not sure what specific lessons to teach? Do you want to begin with 
lessons that have already been taught, reviewed and found to be successful?  Stop by our display at the 2013 PLT 
conference to review our successes with the Six Traits of Writing!  We will have multiple lessons that we have 
designed, taught and reviewed this academic year.  
 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Katie Caritey* Mary Lee Burbank Second Grade 

Anne Wardwell Mary Lee Burbank Second Grade 

Courtney Richardson Mary Lee Burbank  Second Grade 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

 
We will design, implement and reflect upon 4 specific lesson plans for each of the Six Traits of Writing in order to 

instruct students in the genres of persuasive, narrative and non-fiction writing. Specific lessons will be designed using 

specific mentor texts that are available across the grade level.  

 
Key Actions 

 
Our key action steps this year included the following:  

- After creating our SMARTgoal, at the beginning of this academic year, we used the curriculum mapping guide 
that was created by the Writing Team in 2012, as a reference to plan Writing for the year. 

- The genres that we focused on with our Second Graders were as follows: 
Expository Writing: How-To project, State research brochures, Alaska & Kenya Animal research reports, and 
biographies on influential people.  

-  Narrative: personal narrative project, responses to writing prompts, journal entries, point of view of 
shoe/stuffed animal 

- Persuasive: Persuasive letters to someone at home, persuasive letters to classroom teachers and letters to 
state senators regarding oil spills.  Additionally, students completed state Research project (this was designed 
as a travel brochure and included a section where students used the information they had learned about their 
state in order to convince travelers to visit their state.)  

- Our goal was to focus on all Six of the Six Traits: ideas, voice, word choice, conventions, sentence fluency and 
organization.  

- While all of the traits are incorporated into each genre, we framed our thinking and organized ourselves by 
teaching each trait, one at a time.  (We would not take the same approach again.)  

- Throughout the year, we worked together to find appropriate Mentor Texts,  design and implement 3-4 specific 
lessons for each trait of writing. Below, please find our sequence.  

- In September and October we focused on the Ideas trait.  We designed lessons using the books: What Do You 
Do With a Tail Like This? By Steve Jenkins & Robin Page, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff, 
Some Things Are Scary by Florence Parryhide, and  How-To book?  

- In October and November we focused on the Voice trait.  We designed lessons using the books: I Wanna 
Iguana by Karen Kaufman Orloff, Ragged Bear by Bridgitte Weninger , Click, Clack, Moo Cows That Type by 
Doreen Cronin, and  I Am The Dog, I Am The Cat by Donald Hall.  



- In December, January and February, we focused on the trait of Word choice (we also continued to work on 
Ideas and voice with students.) We taught Word Choice by using the books: The Recess Queen by Alexis O’Neill, 
Fancy Nancy by Jane O’Connor, Hello Ocean by Pam Munoz Ryan and Hairy, Scary, Ordinary by Brian P. Cleary.  

- In March and April, we explicitly taught students to use appropriate conventions.  We taught this trait by using 
the books: Punctuation Takes a Vacation, Eats Shoots leaves, Yo! Yes? 

- In May and June, we explicitly taught students how to write with sentence fluency. We taught this by using the 
books: Owl Moon, There was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly, Charlie Parker Played Bee Bop, and One Tiny 
Turtle.  

- Organization lessons and skills were taught throughout the year based on the genre that we were teaching.  
We designed lessons based on the following books: I Ain’t Gonna Paint No More, A Color of his Own, Stand Tall 
Mary Lou Lemmon. 

- We designed, implemented and modified the previously mentioned lesson plans as we went along throughout 
the year.   

- The three classroom teachers shared the work of creating lesson plans; however, we tried to ensure that all 
lessons were taught in each second grade classroom.   

- A critical piece of our PLT this year was consistent communication and a team approach to teaching and 
learning.  

- Our end-product of this years’ PLT project is a database of lessons that have been taught and reviewed by 
Second Grade Teachers!  

 
 

 
Findings  

 
The Mentor texts that were given to us through prior years’ grant money were very helpful.  It was particularly helpful 
to have a set in each classroom, rather than sharing one set. We found that the set aside PLT meeting times were not 
sufficient and we ended up using additional collaborative meeting and personal time to work on our PLT. 
 
In order to create more engaging lessons, we did end up using other mentor texts that were not part of the grant given 
ones. Based on pre and post writing assessments, we found that student writing improved in each of the writing traits. 
We strongly believe that student success was a result of the use of mentor texts that provided examples of ‘good’ 
writing.  
 
In explicitly looking at writing this year, we came to the realization that the traits of ideas, organization and 
conventions are inherent in grade level writing projects. We found that it was more effective to embed the teaching of 
these strategies throughout all of the genres rather than teaching them in isolation. After looking at student writing 
samples from kindergarten through fourth grade, it became clear that students make the most improvement in the 
areas of voice and word choice. We believe that this is due in part to the thought that these traits are the most 
engaging for children. 
 
Additionally, we found that compiling a specific database of writing lessons was critical, for us as teachers, in order to 
fully and effectively implement the teaching of the traits. This important work will lead to a smoother and more 
cohesive curriculum guide for all second grade teachers.  
 
Finally, the support and involvement of our ELA Curriculum Director played an essential role in the success of our 
writing PLT this year. Furthermore, the adoption of the new biography unit (and provision of new materials to support 
this) re-inspired teachers and students to use the traits in their non-fiction writing. 
 
 

 



 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
After a year of designing and implementing trait-based writing lessons, our Professional Learning Team would like to 
see these lessons integrated into a district-wide scope and sequence for second grade writing. This recommendation 
will rely on continued efforts on the part of our district ELA Curriculum Director, summer curriculum work and the 
Writing Team.  Furthermore, we would like to recommend additional second grade collaborative time (with all second 
grade teachers across the district) in order to combine the work of many PLT’s to create a cohesive database of 
resources for Writing.  Ideally, we would like to see all of the hard-work from this years’ writing PLT’s turned into a 
specific and usable curriculum guide to be used for years to come.  Finally, we believe that in order to maintain the 
momentum of this work, it would be beneficial to bring in additional Professional Development in this area.  
 
 

 


